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Summary 
 
The central theme for the 2024 UKADR conference was collaboration, with 
speakers reminding us that the challenges we face today cannot be addressed 
by policymakers, researchers or the private sector alone, they require us to 
collaborate. Speakers highlighted the importance of forging new paths for 
evidence-based policymaking. Despite the complexities of aligning different 
timelines, goals, and accountability, the sessions illustrated the potential 
benefits of working together. Presenters reminded us that collaboration takes 
time and requires a significant amount of groundwork to be able to capitalise 
on momentum when opportunities arise. Panellists stressed the importance of 
learning from both successes and failures.  
 
The learning labs emphasised the ethical considerations faced by researchers 
and encouraged researchers to think about their positionality when engaging 
with communities. This involves understand power dynamics and reflecting on 
the motivations behind our engagement to ensure a balance between research 
goals and community benefits. 
 
UKADR has a significant role to play in this collaborative effort. It can make 
substantial contributions in the United Kingdom, for example to the UK’s 
resilience framework, and by bridging the gap with global institutions and 
research organisations. Supporting the advancement of early career 
researchers is also a key area where UKADR can make an impact.   
 
The oral presentations and flash talks brought together experts to share the 
latest research updates. Consistent themes across talks included:  

• Incorporating diverse perspectives, particularly of women, persons with 
disabilities to address gendered experiences and inequalities in 
disaster contexts. 

• Employing varied research methodologies and advancing the theoretical 
foundations of the field. 

• Utilising innovative technologies and data analysis methods for risk 
assessment and mitigation. 

• Clarifying the terminology.  

 
Key themes of the conference 
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Panel discussion: Successful collaborations – Past, 
present and future 

 
Chair: Prof Joanna Faure Walker, Head of Department, Professor of 
Earthquake Geology and Disaster Risk Reduction, Department of Risk and 
Disaster Reduction 
 
Panellists:  

• Frank Savage, Chairman Commonwealth Disaster Agency, Former 
Governor of Montserrat 

• Hélène Galy, Managing Director, Willis Towers Watson Research 
Network 

This first panel brought together Frank Savage and Hélène Galy who drew from 
their respective experiences in government and the insurance industry to 
explore successful partnerships – past and present – and what we can learn 
for the future.  

Frank Savage, former Governor of Montserrat, described his critical role during 
the volcanic crisis in 1995.  

Learning from the past and from each other. Frank Savage emphasized the 
importance of learning from both failures and successes in disaster response. 
He drew parallels between Montserrat's volcanic crisis and other historical 
disasters, highlighting the crucial role of collaboration between government and 
scientific expertise. Following the Montserrat crisis, new standards were set, 
with regards to hazard mapping, evacuation procedures, and public education. 
In the Caribbeans where small islands face similar challenges, local 
arrangements need to be put in place. Indeed, a Memorandum of 
Understanding was put in place between 6 small territories to share knowledge 
and resources.  

Interdisciplinary collaboration. He stressed the necessity for interdisciplinary 
collaboration between academia, industry, and governmental bodies. Following 
the Montserrat crisis, students from British universities, in partnership with UCL, 
came to the volcano, not for the training they were bringing but to learn from 
the community. An annual disaster preparedness conference was started which 
meet every year.   

Hélène Galy, Managing Director of the WTW Research Network, shared her 
experience in the reinsurance industry and insights from the WTW Research 
Network, which has fostered long-term collaborations with academia since 
2006.  

Bridging industry and academia. Hélène Galy emphasized the importance of 
long-term partnerships with academia. Building trust and understanding each 
other's motivations takes time and investment but are essential for successful 
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collaboration. It is necessary to support early-career researchers through 
internships, secondments, not simply for the training but to build this common 
language.  

Pre-competitive collaboration allows for a more efficient approach, making 
resources go further. There may be some worries, such as initially with IP and 
risk modelling but it turned out to not be an issue.   

Both panellists discussed the challenges associated with international aid 
delivery, noting that aid often fails to meet local needs effectively. Frank Savage 
provided examples where donated goods were unsuitable for disaster-affected 
populations. Drawing on experiences in the Caribbean, he also emphasized the 
importance of local communities taking ownership of disaster response rather 
than relying solely on external powers post-disaster. Communities which have 
experienced and recovered from a disaster will know better their own needs in 
comparison with NGOs and funders. Both advocated for patience and long-
term thinking in disaster recovery, underscoring the importance of building 
strong relationships with affected communities and adapting aid strategies to 
evolving needs. 

Challenge the status quo – change is possible. 

Looking ahead, the panellists recommended challenging existing norms in 
disaster response. For example, for the insurance sector, suggestions included 
exploring multi-year insurance policies and parametric insurance schemes that 
provide resources to communities in advance of disasters, potentially reducing 
overall impacts. 
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Keynote presentation: How do we connect policy and 
research? 

Prof Adnan Khan, Chief Economist FCDO, LSE 

Adnan Khan invited the audience to ponder on the continuous theme which 
followed his career: how do we connect policy and research? He reflected on 
his experience collaborating in different capacities – as a policymaker, 
researcher, promoter of research and teacher. He stressed the need for closer 
collaboration between policy makers and researchers to address modern 
challenges, which are increasingly complex and marked by radical uncertainty.  

Evidence based policy. He argued that evidence-based policy is becoming 
increasingly important for the mounting challenges we face. However, the 
conventional way of doing evidence-based policy which takes the form of 
academics being the generator of knowledge, while the policymakers are users 
of knowledge is not sufficient. Instead, necessity for joint problem discovery 
with active collaboration from the beginning to identify the root cause of the 
problem. The process takes time, sometimes 3 to 4 years even for problem 
formulation. There are clear challenges to research-policy making 
collaboration: horizon mismatch, incentives mismatch, high turnover of 
policymakers, resistance to change. He suggested institutional support and 
long-term relationships to overcome these barriers. He described projects in 
Pakistan and India that used data and theory to identify and solve policy issues 
through long-term collaboration. For instance, a project in Pakistan involved 
digitizing tax administration and conducting large-scale field experiments to 
improve efficiency. In India, a project addressed environmental pollution by 
identifying corrupt practices and implementing independent auditing systems. 

Policymaking as an iterative process. He emphasised that effective policy 
making is an iterative process involving continuous refinement, adaptation and 
change. Collaboration should aim for joint problem discovery and solution 
testing, rather than merely validating pre-conceived ideas. He concluded by 
underscoring that many policy problems cannot be solved by policymakers or 
researchers alone. They require active and collaborative efforts to design and 
implement feasible solutions. 

When working with policymakers for incentives for the policy sector: keep it 
simple! 
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Invited talks: a showcase of innovative collaborative 
projects 

 
Chair: Dr Mohammad Shamsudduha, Associate Professor in Humanitarian 
Science, Department of Risk and Disaster Reduction 
 
Invited Speakers:  

• Anna Beswick, Policy Fellow LSE Grantham Institute 

• Baroness Alexandra Freeman, Head of Winton Centre for Risk & 
Evidence Communication, University of Cambridge 

• Nancy Hey, Director of Evidence and Insight at Lloyd’s Register 
Foundation 

 
Anna Beswick described her work at SNIFFER developing place-based 
adaptation projects in Scotland and at the LSE on the Zurich Flood Resilience 
Alliance which she recently joined. Her experience reveals that crises often 
present unique windows of opportunity for significant change. However, 
capitalizing on these moments requires extensive groundwork through cross-
sector multi-actor collaboration. This involves systematically building a 
compelling business case. The journey to secure political support and senior-
level buy-in and investment is challenging but crucial for success. While conflict 
is inevitable in such processes, the effectiveness of conflict management 
strategies will ultimately determine the outcome.   
 
Alexandra Freeman reflected on her experience as a documentary science 
maker for the BBC, and later as the Head of the Winton Centre for Risk and 
Evidence Communication at the University of Cambridge. Drawing on one 
example of successful collaboration (running experiments and clinical trials for 
the BBC show Trust me, I’m a doctor, alongside a team of scientists and 
researchers) and on a different experience where collaboration was difficult , 
Alexandra Freeman highlighted some key lessons learned. First, it is necessary 
to compare motivations, time and resource constraints for each partner and be 
frank about it. Politeness and wild optimism lead to failure. And indeed, one of 
the key reasons for failure in the unsuccessful case study was because of 
different priorities between the parties involved..   
 
Nancy Hey, recently appointed as the Director of Evidence and Insight of the 
Lloyd’s Foundation, discussed her learnings from setting up and leading the 
UK’s What Works Centre for Wellbeing which throughout its 10 years of 
existence collaborated with 110 different partners on 90 projects, across 
sectors and disciplines. Pre-requisites for successful collaborations are 
teamwork, mutual trust, respect and freedom of expression. Languages vary, 
between disciplines and departments, it is key to find the connectors, the people 
and institutions which may bridge these gaps and to even understand what 
research is needed. Priorities and criteria for success differ and may sometimes 
incompatible. Similarly, it takes time and effort to collaborate and what feels 
nice might not be the most useful. There will always be a tension between 
visibility and generosity that ought to be negotiated. She ended her speech with 
a call for collaboration on the World Risk Poll.  
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Mini Masterclass: Communicating with data 
visualisation 

 
Speaker: Tobias Sturt, Creative Director, Add Two 
 
Tobias Sturt gave a mini masterclass on data visual storytelling to show how 
visuals frame the interpretation drawing parallels with Titian’s painting of 
Bacchus and Adrian. Although the analysis needs to be rigorous, the 
communication of data does not need to be dull. The key principles for engaging 
data visualization are drama, selection and emphasis. It is key to think about 
what the brain will be instinctively taking in without thinking about it and there 
are some tricks to contrast for example colour, pattern, value, shape, size, 
orientation and position.  
 

Titian. Bacchus and Ariadne. 1520, painting. The National Gallery, London. Available 
at: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/titian-bacchus-and-ariadne  
 
  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/titian-bacchus-and-ariadne
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Funder panel 
 
Chair: Prof Mark Pelling, Professor of Risk and Disaster Reduction, 
Department of Risk and Disaster Reduction, UCL 
 
Panellists:  

• Prof Peter Sammonds, Professor of Geophysics, RDR, UCL  

• Adrian Bucher, Senior Data Analyst, UKCDR 

• Dr John Rees, Chief Scientist, British Geological Survey 

 
This session brought together perspectives from different stakeholders in the 
funding and adjacent spaces on the futures of funding for interdisciplinary 
research while reflecting on past challenges.  
 
Adrian Bucher presented the purpose of the United Kingdom Collaborative on 
Disaster Research (UKCDR) founded in 2008 to answer to the lack of a body 
which would have a high-level overview of research coordination. Current 
projects include a proof of concept for a climate change research tracker across 
19 funding bodies, not limited to United Kingdom. The aim of this organization 
is to understand research landscape, actors, stakeholders, research gaps, 
opportunities for collaboration and synergies and ultimately support evidence-
based decisions.  
 
John Rees reflected on both his experience as a science researcher and as a 
research funder. The Disaster Research Group was established with the 
objective to bring together funders which had not previously worked together, 
alongside its sister centre the United Kingdom Alliance for Disaster Research 
(UKADR) to provide a network for disaster researchers. This has resulted in 
enhanced coordination, but significant challenges remain: different councils 
have different mandates, priorities and set-ups, there is a need to shop around 
and to tailor proposals accordingly. There are also frustrations around short-
term funding in the UK, while elsewhere such as Germany, funding may last for 
20-25 years.  
 
Peter Sammonds reflected on his experience setting up the Institute (now 
Department) for Risk and Disaster Reduction. UCL supports interdisciplinary 
research through strategic discretionary funds. Successful initiatives like the 
Institute for Risk and Disaster Reduction (IRDR) and the Humanitarian Institute 
highlight the benefits of cross-departmental collaboration. He encourages 
looking for internal funding opportunities to break disciplinary silos. 
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UKADR AGM 
 
Chairs:  
Dr Mirianna Budimir, Senior Climate and Resilience Expert, Practical Action 
Dr Susanne Sargeant, Disaster and Development Geoscientist, British 
Geological Survey. 
 
UKADR, comprising around 400 members, includes 27 core partners such as 
universities and research institutes, and 4 endorsing partners like Practical 
Action. The organization is independent, not owned by a specific discipline and 
supported by voluntary contributions from its member organizations and is open 
to employees and research students from any UK-based organization and UK 
overseas territories. Key discussions focused on the UKADR strategy, 
emphasizing building an inclusive research community, strengthening disaster 
and climate research, and engaging with government levels. The strategy also 
aims to influence international disaster risk reduction policies. Financial 
resources and internal policy improvements are crucial for these goals. 
 
UKADR Early Career Researchers and Practitioners (UKADR ECRP) 
Early Career Researchers (ECR) was rebranded to include practitioners 
(ECRP) and they plan for more frequent meetings and enhanced support. Since 
COVID, there has been a strong desire to increase engagement from students. 
They are trialling a beta version of a PhD repository and there will be 6 ‘in 
conversation’ events over the summer.  
 
Areas of collaboration  
The event also touched on potential participation in the FCDO's Science for 
Emergencies hub, reinforcing UKADR's position to offer multidisciplinary 
responses. Strengthening ties with the Institute for Civil Protection and 
Emergency Management was also discussed, aiming for joint events and 
mutual learning. This initiative is led by Alex Hall, who sees the benefits of joint 
events, starting with webinars and meetings to build relationships.   UKADR 
members could contribute articles to the journal. 
SEADS (Science for Emergency Centre of Expertise) is a new program aiming 
to provide rapid evidence and advice during emergencies. It consists in a £10 
million investment over three and a half years, and UKADR might play a role in 
this initiative. UKADR is seeking to build stronger connections with groups like 
Comet (Centre for Observation and Monitoring of Earthquakes, Tectonics and 
Volcanoes), the UK Resilience Hub, the UK Climate Adaptation Hub, and local 
government practitioners. There was an emphasis on the importance of climate 
adaptation alongside disaster risk reduction and there are plans to strengthen 
relationships with various research groups and government bodies. There is 
interest in engaging more with private industry research groups, cybersecurity 
organizations, and exploring AI's impact on disaster risk research. The DRG 
(Disasters Research Group) meets thrice yearly to exchange ideas and update 
on new programs, with UKADR actively participating. Opportunities for funding 
were discussed, including ELRA (a funder of humanitarian work) and the UK 
Humanitarian Innovation Hub.  
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The importance of global alliances like GADRI (Global Alliance of Disaster 
Research Institutes) in linking research institutes and promoting evidence-
based approaches was mentioned. GADRI was established in 2011 post-
Sendai Framework, connects 206 member institutions, and links various 
regional alliances, including those in North America, South Asia, and Africa, 
with a potential European alliance in the future. GADRI has five committees 
focused on networking, creating a science and technology roadmap, 
institutional capacity building, data sharing, and advocacy. These committees 
aim to enhance global disaster research collaboration despite the lack of direct 
funding. 
 
The upcoming Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in June 2025 and 
the successful WHO European Regional Office workshop on health emergency 
and disaster risk management was mentioned. The workshop aimed to build 
research capacity and improve health security across Europe and Central Asia. 
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Learning labs 
 
With thanks to Learning Lab chairs for their inputs relating to sessions they 
chaired. 
 
What lessons can be learned from recent disaster recovery efforts for 
designing future urgent research and deployment (efficacy, consideration 
of ethical research and changing deployment risks)? –  
Chaired by Dr Myles Harris, Department of Risk and Disaster Reduction, 
UCL 
 
A range of practitioners and researchers from diverse disciplines and 
backgrounds came together in this learning lab and discussed two main topics. 
The first topic related to unpacking the language, in particular of recovery. 
Recovery is a broad term which can be defined for the national level and 
measured by economic indicators (e.g. GDP), at the local level, at the individual 
psychological level among others. Case studies, from Haiti for example, 
highlighted how cultural contexts shape interpretations of recovery. Were 
highlighted the differences and similarities between needs assessment in 
research and World Bank’s Post Disaster Needs Assessment. The second topic 
of discussion related to ethics considerations in deployment, exploring what 
informed consent means, reflecting on positionality and finding a balance 
between research interests and who we are serving. Ethics and the involvement 
of communities through representation or consultation were also discussed.  
 
How can researchers and practitioners engage critically and effectively 
with a new government at the local and national levels?  
Chaired by Dr Dan Haines, Department of Risk and Disaster Reduction, 
UCL  
 
This learning lab brought together academics, with some representation from 
UK government and industry. The key theme was one of critical reflection and 
the need for humility. There is a necessity for stepping back and question why 
we want to engage (what is the benefit, and to whom?) - especially in context 
of research which involves community collaboration (scepticism on one table 
about engaging with governments which might be corrupt/authoritarian, or 
otherwise might hurt the interest of communities whom we work with or on). In 
addition, engaging with governments, in different countries can be very different 
- must consider positionality. Opportunities for engagement often arise with 
changes in personnel and can create space for new agendas but only if you 
know how to get into contact with right people at right moment. Researchers 
can add value by helping build links between and among community groups 
and state actors. An outsider might expect these to already exist, but often they 
do not. Local government can be more accessible than national governments. 
On the contrary, changes in personnel within government can wipe out previous 
collaborations or relationships and finding a 'way in' is difficult if you do not 
already have contacts, especially if you are not in a high-profile 
institution/department. Ethical concerns were raised regarding the potential 
replication of colonial structures through international development aid and the 
accountability of researchers primarily to academic and funding institutions 
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rather than the communities they study. Additionally, the lab noted the 
persistent disconnect between the slower academic research process and the 
faster-paced decision-making expectations of policymakers.  
 
What are the priorities for a new resilience policy in the UK if the policy 
were to take into account future risks and minimise national and global 
disaster impacts?  
Chaired by Prof Andrew Collins, University of Northumbria  
 
This learning lab focused on identifying priorities for a new resilience policy in 
the UK that effectively considers future risks and minimizes national and global 
disaster impacts. The first step is the development of a new resilience 
framework in the UK for which there needs to be serious consideration of how 
much UKADR can contribute. The discussion emphasized the gap between 
policy formulation and implementation, highlighting the need for UKADR to 
scrutinize identified priorities against current policies and address 
implementation challenges. Priority areas identified encompassed focusing on 
vulnerability, decentralization strategies tailored to different levels of 
governance, mapping of knowledge, engaging with perspectives of resilience 
beyond the UK, focusing on senior level buy-in, finding ways to cope with 
political cycle. This lab also discussed technology impacts (AI, cyber-attacks, 
diversity of system types), environmental justice and sustainability.  
 
How can we ensure continued and increased engagement from the 
physical and engineering sciences in UKADR to ensure a thriving and 
inclusive community of researchers?  
Chaired by Dr Susanne Sargeant, British Geological Survey 
 
This learning lab brought together participants predominantly from 
backgrounds in physical sciences, to discuss strategies to ensure continued 
and increased engagement from the physical and engineering sciences within 
UKADR, aiming to cultivate a thriving and inclusive community of researchers. 
The key question was the one of how to increase representation in UKADR. 
Participants identified key academic venues such as the European 
Geosciences Union (EGU) and the American Geophysical Union (AGU) as 
pivotal spaces for raising awareness. The goal was to target researchers who 
might not be aware of UKADR's relevance to their disaster-related work, to 
expand the community while maintaining UKADR's distinct identity. 
Participants proposed initiatives to engage early career researchers through 
activities such as participation in career days organized by institutions like the 
Geological Society. These events would serve to showcase UKADR's role in 
disaster-related research and highlight career opportunities in the field. The 
session concluded with considerations for establishing university chapters or 
appointing early career representatives within institutions. These 
representatives would act as focal points for coordinating disaster-related 
research activities and events to foster ongoing engagement with UKADR. 
 
How can UKADR input to the next Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)?  
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Chaired by Dr Philip Cunliffe, Department of Risk and Disaster Reduction, 
UCL 
 
This learning lab brought together primary early career researchers to discuss 
the contribution of UKADR towards SDGs. Emphasis was placed on 
recognizing the SDGs as guiding principles rather than definitive endpoints, 
acknowledging the need for continued efforts beyond the 2030 target year. The 
discussion highlighted the critical role of the private sector in humanitarian 
efforts, advocating for their inclusion through conferences and collaborative 
engagements focusing on Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) 
practices and corporate responsibility principles. 
This session particularly focused on the 4th SDG regarding quality education 
and recommended included integrating topics related to business and finance 
within educational curricula to better prepare students for real-world challenges. 
Internship programs linked to degree courses were proposed as practical 
pathways for building professional capacity aligned with SDG goals. This 
session highlighted the gap on actual reporting towards SDGs and emphasised 
the need to targets and robust mechanisms for long-term impacts. Finally, the 
lab conveyed the importance of integrating disaster risk reduction (DRR) 
strategies into local governance frameworks through collaborations with civil 
society and other organizations. 
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Oral presentations and flash talks 
 
With thanks to Oral Presentation and Flash talk session chairs for their inputs 
relating to sessions they chaired. 
 

Wednesday 26 June 2024 
 
Inclusion and politics – Chaired by Mhari Gordon, Department of Risk and 
Disaster Reduction, UCL 
 
This session on 'Inclusion and Politics' mainly focused on two areas. First, 
gendered experiences of disasters; including women's role in decision-making 
during disasters, access to water and sanitation, migrant women's experiences, 
as well as 'everyday risks' influenced by time, space and social identities. 
Second, collaboration at the local level; including public engagement and trust, 
role of socio-cultural dynamics in disaster response and decisions, 
collaborative governance in flood risk mitigation at the municipality level, and 
diverse, local level stakeholders for systematic risk governance. Other 
presentations focused on the reflections of the sliding scale of 'outsider' vs 
'insider' in disaster research, as well as funding opportunities for collaboration 
in climate change and international development. 
 
Natural hazards and risks – Chaired by Jack Mayer, UK Health Security Agency 
 
The session featured presentations on disaster risk reduction and hazard 
resilience. Presenters used complex statistical techniques to assess and 
mitigate flood and landslide risk and emphasised the importance of integrating 
local knowledge and co-creation with communities, as seen in projects on 
volcanic risk communication and flood risk in informal settlements. Researchers 
also shared innovative approaches like non-destructive seismic risk 
assessment, cloud seeding for rainfall enhancement, the use of print media to 
fill data gaps on hazard impacts and a new approach to mapping hazard 
complexities and cascading effects. Overall, the session demonstrated the 
value of community-engaged approaches, novel technologies and inventive 
uses of data to effectively manage and reduce disaster risks. 
 
Warning, resilience and finance – Chaired by Rebekah Yore, Department of 
Risk and Disaster Reduction, UCL 
 
This session broadly discussed collaborative work and participatory methods 
to encourage community self-organising and co-create resilience. The 
challenges of making Smart Cities disaster resilient and in implementing 
initiative to support urban resilience were highlighted but presenters also 
discussed creative solutions which can be used to address these challenges. 
This session also shone light on gendered educational inequalities during 
extreme weather events in Malawi and on different research methodologies and 
approaches which can be used for DRR.  
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Conflict and migration – Chaired by Dr Thaisa Comelli, Department of Risk and 
Disaster Reduction, UCL 
 
This session brought together presenters sharing their work on conflict, 
migration and inclusion. The presenters discussed the integration of ethnic 
groups in their host city, the challenges and successes associated with two 
decades of USAID humanitarian shelter & settlements responses in 
Afghanistan, the novel and needed work of the Explosive Weapons Trauma 
Care Collective and questioned the inevitability of the Water Crisis in Rural 
Yemen. Researcher positionality in the studies of indigenous communities was 
also examined.  
 
Natural hazards and risks – Chaired by Harriet Thompson, King’s College 
London 
 
This session broadly explored inclusive and integrated approaches to disaster 
risk management across geographical contexts. Presenting authors shared 
insights into the need for higher-resolution hazard monitoring, remote sensing 
and AI-based hazard detection, and standardised hazard terminology to refine 
our knowledge of hazards, particularly in more data-scarce contexts. Speakers 
reviewed the mitigation of High Impact Low Probability events and cascading 
effects, including longer-term health and economic impacts. Finally, presenting 
authors examined how incorporating risk perception and sustainable recovery 
measures into disaster risk management can support affected communities in 
building resilience. 
 
Warning, resilience and finance – Chaired by Dr Shipra Jain, Department of 
Risk and Disaster Reduction, UCL 
 
This session addressed the importance of collaboration among multiple sectors 
for emergency management. Addressing the vulnerabilities of coastal cities to 
tsunamis has revealed the critical need for integrated urban and evacuation 
planning. Similarly, the devastating flooding in Derna, Libya, revealed issues 
such as unplanned urbanization and limited resources, highlighting the need to 
reevaluate disaster management approaches. It was mentioned that improving 
housing sector resilience through financial incentives and better data 
management for disaster-affected populations is essential. Practical Action's 
collaboration with the UK Disaster Risk Reduction community demonstrated the 
potential of applied research and multi-stakeholder efforts to build sustainable, 
resilient communities. Another talk discussed securing space infrastructure 
against cyber threats. Research into the UK's approach to securing this 
infrastructure, compared with Japan and the US, reveals that governance 
structures significantly impact resilience strategies. 
 
 
 

Thursday 27 June 2024 
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Climate change and adaptation – Chaired by Dr Rory Walshe, Government 
Office for Science  
 
Themes that emerged in the climate change adaptation session were the 
increasing urgency for action, but the right kind of action(s) to cut through 
corporate and governance soup to find efficiencies, while considering 
overlaying inequality and exposure which centres the social sciences. Many 
new technologies, techniques, and equations are needed and proposed, but 
at the same time there was a repeated call for considering old ideas, a return 
to intellectual roots, to consider language and how policy or academic terms 
overlap. We keep working, and hopefully together.   
 
Inclusion and politics – Chaired by Victoria Maynard, Department of Risk and 
Disaster Reduction and Department of Civil, Environmental and Geomatic 
Engineering, UCL 
 
First, a talk on the engagement of young people with climate change science 
found that there is a need to educate young people to interpret climate 
information critically. The other presentations discussed the Tomorrow’s Cities 
Decision Support Environment, an approach to catalysing inclusive and 
evidence-based ‘enabling environments’ for risk reduction across nine 
different urban contexts in South America, Africa, Middle East and South Asia. 
The key steps of the methodology were detailed - participatory future visioning 
and scenario development – with communities, governments and 
researchers, hazard and impact assessment and risk agreements.  
 
Warning, resilience and finance – Chaired by Dr Sarah Dryhurst, Department 
ofRisk and Disaster Reduction, UCL 
 
First, several presenters discussed how risk perceptions change after a 
disaster and how that relate to the warnings they receive (or not). This 
discussion was put in context of the work done by the World Weather 
Research Programme for the Early Warnings For All initiative. Second, 
community resilience was an important topic for discussion bringing together 
practitioners and researchers perspectives on systems change, the role of the 
voluntary sector and the interplay with politics and governance.  
 
Health and social risks – Chaired by Dr Roberto Gentile, Department of Risk 
and Disaster Reduction  
  
This session discussed the impacts of hazards on food security and on health 
(both mental and physical). Research and strategies to address these impacts 
were presented, such as social media interventions to improve vaccination 
uptake. Several talks provided insights on decisions about shelter and 
settlement in relation to several hazards. Finally, one presenter underscored 
the importance of leveraging public-partnerships to ensure business continuity 
in care homes.  
 
Inclusion and politics – Chaired by Abigail Ewens, Department of Risk and 
Disaster Reduction, UCL 
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This session brough together case studies, primarily in Asia and one in 
Europe (UK) from early career researchers and practitioners. Themes that 
emerged were on the needs to engage with community voices, indigenous 
voices and marginalised groups. There were discussions on different 
Knowledge systems and how we transfer these into policy processes and the 
challenges in this process. Several presenters advocated for breaking down 
silos and understanding the trade-offs in engaging with different groups. 
 
Natural hazards and risks – Chaired by Salma Al-Zadjali, Department of Risk 
and Disaster Reduction, UCL  
 
Key themes of this session included technological advances in mapping and 
monitoring, for landslides, which can be integrated in EWS and used by 
decision-makers. Several talks reflected on community research processes 
with an emphasis on thinking about who is giving a voice. New metrics and 
research methods were put forward to better capture disaster impact beyond 
the conventional ones and to create a comprehensive picture of community 
recovery.  
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Closing address 
 

Prof Joanna Faure Walker 
 

In her concluding address, Prof Joanna Faure Walker synthesised the core 
insights of the 2024 UKADR conference and reflected on the key themes. She 
celebrated the spirit of inquisitiveness and critical thinking which are essential 
for joint problem discovery. This conference was a testament to the value of 
learning from experience, especially when things go wrong, and of 
acknowledging patience is essential for meaningful collaboration. Her parting 
message was one of hope: the future looks bright! 
 
The next UKADR conference will be hosted at Durham University in 2025.   
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A small glimpse of the 2024 UKADR Conference 
 

 
Prof Joanna Faure Walker opening the 2024 UKADR conference 

 

 
Hélène Galy (left) and Frank Savage (right) sharing their respective 

experiences in the insurance industry and government 
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Prof Adnan Khan (right) answering questions asked by Dr Rosana Himaz 

(left) and the audience  
 

 
Invited speakers and chair: from the left Nancy Hey, Alexandra Freeman, 

Anna Beswick, Dr Mohammad Shamsudduha 
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Tobias Stuart presenting a mini masterclass on communicating with data 

visualisation 
 

 
Claire Meade and Student helpers at the UKADR 2024 conference  
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ucl.ac.uk/risk-disaster-reduction 

 
 
 

COVER PHOTO: Matt Clayton 
 
Photos of the event courtesy of Prof Ilan Kelman, Department of Risk and 
Disaster Reduction, UCL 
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